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A Closer Look 

Divvying Up DVDs 
Jack Robertson 



But°Kere is^enty S^LKlS^SS titleS f ° r DVD 

DVD contenders jos?le for market potion. ^ U ' S ' and 

ch^ates^^ S5 ^ DVD « - -ans of driving 

different devices It a cost ?hat L TliS? Set \ inClUde to seven * 

electronics OEMs are comfortable with £iS? v i£* r tha 5 What consun >er 

twc^chip solutions are needed to ^^L'SSKS'StSSSS " 

MicSs e ylLms S 'ha^unv^ d^T** ^ and 

Japanese DVD producers aren' t rushiS ?„ ^ decoders and driv-ers. But 
fact, Japan Inc. seems ?fS e mSSnt it ?, S P J e the Yankee chi P s " In 
device companies to break 1*^^ ^^£ t ?°" lble * U - S ' 

Semi^nduct'^ °f ^ e ° ffice ° f the 

seeking a license fo^the SSSSS'rtf ? inde P ende nt chip makers 

required to license te^^rSTSSS 5E %S3& m a ~ 

encr^on^n^ companies already have the 

said. -An independent American chin * overa11 DVD system, - Mathus 

heavily by being forced^ licens^,-^ however « penalized 
though it is only che chip encrv^r enCire u DVD product design even 
said. P encrv PCion algorithm that they need, " he 

can come up with competitive single- chip'pSSucts conducCor divis ions 
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Industrial Co. Ltd. and Toshiba ?oiS P ? by 1 ? aCsushita Electric 

a much- touted industry aSS^S.^" * kicking poJnt. despite 

negating* any^opyfflhrpJo^elt^ 'a? C ° de ?* n be eas: Uy broken 

produced by siste? divisions 9 S o lar^h^^^f With ^™D%t* Lives 
advantage because software^ K M ^ 'J** *uch of an 

aisKS 13 almost nonexistent. 

rne development of the dvd -io • 
soap opera. Stay tuned ^ 13 becom ^ the industry's longest -running 
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